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PROPOSAL FOR THE MAKING OF THE DARTFORD BOROUGH 
COUNCIL PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER 2022 – 

NUISANCE VEHICLES – BOROUGH OF DARTFORD FOLLOWING  
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

 
 

1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report follows the report to Cabinet dated 24th February 2022 which 
sought authority to implement Part 4, Section 59 of the Anti-Social 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 to make a Public Spaces 
Protection Order (PSPO), to supress the growing incidents of traffic 
offences and associated anti-social behaviour occurring principally due to 
nuisance vehicles across the Borough, following a statutory public 
consultation process. 

2.  RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

2.1. That, on being satisfied that the anti-social behaviour activities detailed in 
the Cabinet report at Appendix C are still having, or likely to have, a 
detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality, are persistent 
or continuing in nature, remain unreasonable and that on the basis that the 
consultation process has confirmed local support for the making of the 
Order, The Dartford Borough Council Public Spaces Protection Order 2022 
– Nuisance Vehicles, Dartford Borough, be made, prohibiting anti-social 
behaviour associated with the gathering displaying and racing of motor 
vehicles as well as driving on land other than a road on terms set out in 
Appendix A to the report, to apply to the whole of the Council’s 
administrative area, as identified on the Order Map, at Appendix B to the 
report. 

2.2. That the Director of Housing and Public Protection, in consultation with the 
Head of Legal Services, be authorised to undertake the statutory notice 
process for the making of the Order in accordance with the Anti-social 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (Publication of Public Spaces 
Protection Orders) Regulations 2014 . 

2.3. That, having made the Public Spaces Protection Order 2022 – Dartford 
Borough – Nuisance Vehicles, it not be enforced until the expiry of the  
statutory 6 week period allowing for the Order to be challenged at the High 
Court. 

2.4. That the fixed penalty notice fine be set at £100, with immediate effect. 
 

 
3 .Background and Discussion 

 
3.1. The background and context are as outlined in the previous Cabinet 

report of 24/2/2022, at Appendix C. 

3.2. The statutory consultation has been carried out in accordance with the 
Council’s Consultation and Engagement Strategy Toolkit.  The 
consultation process involved the creation of an online survey. The 
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required consultation was also carried out with the Police and the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC), Kent Highways, and 
Parish Councils. Contact was also made with Bluewater, the 
management agents of Quadrant Court and Asda, all of whom have 
been significantly affected by the behaviour outlined in the report dated 
24/2/2022.  

3.3. There were a total of 108 responses from members of the local 
community.  A full summary of the consultation is provided at Appendix 
D.  The main point to draw out of the consultation, is that 91% of the 
respondents supported the implementation of the PSPO. Both the Police 
and OPCC also support its implementation. It is therefore recommended 
that The Dartford Borough Council Public Spaces Protection Order 2022 
– Nuisance Vehicles,  Dartford Borough, be made on the terms set out 
in Appendix A to the report, to apply to the entirety of the borough, as 
shown on the Map at Appendix B. 

3.4. Police Officers and Police Community Support Officers are statutorily 
authorised to enforce PSPOs. The local authority delegates the 
enforcement to its Officers through the Scheme of Delegation to Officers.  
All authorised officers will use discretion in the exercise of this power. 
They will be able to issue a Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) for breaches of 
the PSPO, or, in consultation with the Head of Legal Services, prosecute 
offenders in the Magistrates’ Court. 

3.5. It is proposed that the FPN fine be set at £100 with immediate effect. It 
is not felt appropriate to offer discount for early repayment for this type 
of anti-social behaviour as Police and contracted enforcement officers 
(Kingdom LA Support), will have enforcement powers as well as Council 
officers. 

3.6. A Climate Change impact assessment has been completed for this 
proposal, see Appendix E  

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

Theme: Safe and cohesive communities 
Objective 1.  
To use the Council’s statutory functions to increase public safety in the 
Borough 
Objective 2. 
To reduce anti-social behaviour 
Objective 3.  
To increase public perception of the borough as a safe place 
Objective 4.  
To support community development across the Borough and to support 
community and voluntary sector organisations. 
Objective 5.   
Increase residents’ pride in their communities 
Objective 6.  
Improve community cohesion 

 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 



CABINET 
26 MAY 2022 

Financial 
Implications 

The setup costs (signage, printing and training) of 
this initiative will be approximately £5,000.  
It is envisaged there will be minimal revenue costs for 
the scheme other than the potential for legal fees for 
court cases.  However, these costs are likely 
recovered through the issuing of Fixed Penalty 
Notices or court process following successful 
convictions. 

Legal Implications 
 
 
 
 
  
Equality Duty 
 
 
Crime & Disorder 

In establishing which restrictions or requirements 
should be included, the Council has ensured that 
the measures are necessary to prevent the 
detrimental effect on those in the locality or reduce 
the likelihood of the detrimental effect continuing, 
occurring or recurring. 
There are no equality implications as the conditions 
do not target or impact on any particular group. 
 
The duty placed on the Council to consider crime 
and disorder is one of the main factors in 
considering both the consultation and making of a 
PSPO. 

Staffing 
Implications 

There are no extra resources currently proposed to 
either enforce or administer the PSPO.  
 

Although an option, it is not proposed that the 
enforcement and administration of the PSPO be 
outsourced at this time.  

Administrative 
Implications 

Requirement for officers to receive the relevant 
training in relation to issuing Fixed Penalty Notices 
and also refresher training on PSPOs as this is a new 
area of work for both the Council and the Police in 
Dartford. 

Risk Assessment Given the support for the PSPO expressed through 
the consultation process and the lack of comment by 
Human Rights’ groups, there appears to be little risk 
to the Council’s reputation in implementing the 
PSPO.  A risk does exist if, once implemented, there 
are insufficient resources to effectively enforce it. 

  
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 
 Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 

 
Appendix A – The Dartford Borough Council Public Spaces Protection 
Order 2022 – Nuisance Vehicles – Borough of Dartford   
Appendix B – Public Spaces Protection Order Map  
Appendix C – Cabinet report dated 24th February 2022 
Appendix D – Summary of Consultation 
Appendix E - CCIA 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
Documents consulted 
 
 
 

Date / 
File Ref 

Report Author Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

 
Anti-Social Behaviour 
Crime and Policing Act 
2014 

03.05.22  Jade Ransley 
(01322) 343567 

Community 
Safety 
Manager 
Enforcement 
& Regulatory 
Services 
(EAR's)  
Housing and 
Public 
Protection 

N/A 


